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WOULD REENACT MARKETING SECTIONS 


Bill Passed by House Retains Provisions Exempting 
Canning Crops 


The bill (H. R. 5722) to reenact and amend the market- 
ing agreement and order sections of the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Act was passed by the House on April 19th, after 
brief debate, in the form in which the bill was reported by 
the Committee on Agriculture. The canning crops exemp- 
tions as provided in the present Agricultural Adjustment Act 
are retained in the bill. j 


Debate related almost entirely to an amendment proposed 
by Representative Hook of Michigan, which would have 
removed the language exempting canning crops, thus making 
it possible for the Secretary of Agriculture to impose control 
over canning crops by application of the order sections. 


In opposing the amendment Chairman Jones of the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture said: 


“This proposal brings into the bill a very different part 
of the picture. This would make the bill cover fruits and 
vegetables for canning purposes. When they are put in cans 
they are not perishable in the sense that fruits and vegetables 
and milk, as such, are in the perishable classification. It 
brings in a controversial issue. We had this in the original 
A.A.A, amendments and had a long controversy over it, and 
finally eliminated from the bill, both in the committee and 
in the House, | fruits and vegetables that are in canned 
form. * 


“It is very important that this measure be passed; and if 
we include fruits and vegetables for canning purposes, we will 
probably get into a controversy that will indefinitely delay 
the final passage of this bill. I do not believe any reasonable 
person can object to it in its present form, but if we include 
these we will have a controversy from here on over the 
inclusion of canning properties in the bill. 

“We hope at a little later time to take up the whole farm- 
ing question, and to consider this phase along with the others 
at that time, but I think it would be very unfortunate if these 
amendments were adopted in the present bill.” 

Representative Hope, ranking Republican member of the 
Agricultural Committee, also spoke in opposition to the 
amendment, stating: 


! believe it would be very unfortunate if this amendment 
should be adopted, I am in favor of the bill, and as far as 
| now there is no opposition to it; there was none in the 
committee and I have heard of none on the floor. From the 
moment, however, that there is injected into the bill the 
questions which this amendment raises it becomes a very 
controversial matter, 

[wo years ago when the committee and the House con- 
sidered the A.A.A, amendments, the question of includ- 
ing fruits and vegetables for canning was gone into very 
thoroughly, and at that time the committee voted not to in- 
clude them except as to the one or two exceptions which are 
now contained in the act. At that time the House concurred 


in the view which the committee took of the matter. 
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“When the committee considered this bill during this ses- 
sion it was thought better not to go into the question of adding 
other commodities. Therefore those opposed to the addi- 
tion of fruits and vegetables for canning were given no oppor- 
tunity to present their views in opposition. I believe that in 
all fairness they should have that opportunity before the 
House passes on the question. 

“Under this bill that we are passing now without any dis- 
cussion, I may say, we are giving to the Secretary of Agri- 
culture great and far-reaching powers; and it seems to me 
that it would be very improper for the House at such a time 
to extend those powers to matters which are so controversial 
without more thorough discussion than we can possibly give 
the question at this time. The question of including fruits 
and vegetables for canning should be given consideration and 
I am sure that the committee will do so at the proper time. 
It seems to me that we should go ahead and pass this bill in 
the form in which it has been reported by the committee, 
because it is legislation which is very greatly needed, especi- 
ally in the milk-producing sections of the country. Later we 
can take up the questions involved in this amendment.” 

Senator Bone of Washington introduced a bill (S. 2237) 
on April 22nd to amend Section 8(c) of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act by striking out the language which exempts 
canning crops from imposed control, 


McNARY-MAPES STANDARDS 


Notice of Proposed Modification for Peaches, Pears, 
Apricots and Cherries 


The Food and Drug Administration has invited comment 
on the following proposed changes in the standards estab- 
lished under the McNary-Mapes Amendment to the Food and 
Drugs Act. Such comment should be received not later than 
May 31, 1937. 

The paragraph numbers given in this notice refer to the 
paragraphs in Service and Regulatory Announcements, Food 
and Drug No. 4, Revision 3. 


Peacues 


Change paragraph 14 to read: 


“The units are ‘uniform sized’ if the weight of the 
piece of largest size in the can be not more than twice 
the weight of the smallest piece in the can.” 


Add paragraph 19(g) as follows: 


“When canned peaches fail to meet the above stand- 
ard only in that they are not ‘uniform sized’ they shall 
bear the special statement ‘ungraded for size’.” 


Cannep Pears 


Change paragraph 22 by inserting the figure “14°” in place 
of the figure “13°” Brix. 
Add paragraph 30(e) as follows: 
“When canned pears fail to meet the above standard 
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only in that they are not ‘uniform sized’ they shall bear 
the special statement ‘ungraded for size’.” 


Cannep Apricots 


Add paragraph 40(e) as follows: 
“When canned apricots fail to meet the above standard 
only in that they are not ‘uniform sized’ they shall bear 
the special statement ‘ungraded for size’.” 


Cannep CHERRIES 


Add paragraph 49(e) as follows: 
“When canned cherries fail to meet the above standard 
only in that they are not ‘uniform sized’ they shall bear 
the special statement ‘ungraded for size’.” 


Supstanparp Lecenp on Cannep Tomatoes, CANNED Peas, 
Cannep Dry Peas 


The present regulations under the McNary-Mapes amend- 
ment prescribe one form of substandard legend to be used 
on canned fruit and another on canned vegetables. The sug- 
gestion has repeatedly been made that an identical legend 
indicating substandard quality be required both for canned 
fruits and canned vegetables. It is recognized that as a mat- 
ter of consistency this suggestion has merit. Consideration is 
now being given to an amendment of the regulations so as 
to make the legend 


“Below U. S. Standard 
Good Food—Not High Grade”, 
now required on substandard canned fruits, applicable also 


to the above canned vegetable products if of substandard 
quality. Canners are invited to comment on this proposal. 


AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATIONS 


Increases of Interest to Canners Proposed in Funds 
for Department 


The bill (H. R. 6523) making appropriations for the De- 
partment of Agriculture, as reported out April 20th by the 
House Committee on Appropriations, contains a number of 
increases in funds available for various activities of the 
Department of particular interest to the canning industry. 
Among the increases are the following: 

Truck crop and garden insects: For investigations to 
develop methods for controlling the weevil and other insects 
attacking peas, $10,162; for investigation and development 
of more effective control methods of the tomato insects, 
including fruit worm, horn worm and pin worm, $5,000. 

Investigation of tomato diseases, $14,000. 

Insect pest survey and identification: For additional per- 
sonnel to analyze and interpret data furnished by coopera- 
tors on the distribution and abundance of insect pests, 
$10,000. 

Japanese beetle control, $50,000, making a total of $400,000 
for this work. 


Fruit insects: For expanding research on the insect 
transmission of peach diseases, $15,969. 


Study of factors influencing the production of higher qual- 
ity deciduous fruits, $15,000. 


Mexican fruit fly control: For additional inspectors to 
enforce sanitary requirements on which certification of citrus 
fruit produced in the Rio Grande Valley is based, $15,000; 
for additional facilities for spraying and control work 
necessitated by an expansion of the citrus area in bearing, 
$5,000. 

Sweet potato weevil control, $50,000 (this is a new item). 

Phony-peach and peach mosaic eradication: To provide for 
continuation of the efforts to eradicate the peach mosaic 
disease, $39,972; phony-peach eradication, $10,028 over 
Department estimate; making in all, for phony-peach, 
$59,856. 

Enforcement of Food and Drugs Act: For more adequate 
enforcement of existing law, $200,000. This includes $45,000 
over the $150,730 of 1937 for enforcement operations under 
Food and Drugs Act on fishery products, making total of 
$195,730 available for 1938; and $45,000 over $180,430 of 
1937 for enforcement operations under Food and Drugs 
Act on vegetable products, making a total of $225,430 for 
1938. 

For extending the grading and certification service on 
canned fruits and vegetables to additional markets, $8,000 
(to be used to place inspectors at San Francisco and New 
York City). 


Trends in Retail Sales 


Daily average sales of grocery chain stores for March 
showed an increase of about 8 per cent in dollar volume as 
compared with March, 1936, and were 9 per cent above the 
same month of 1935, according to preliminary estimates of 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Sales in- 
creased about 24% per cent from February to March in con- 
trast to a usual slight decline at this season, as shown by a 
comparison with the average change between these two 
months during the past seven years. Average daily sales for 
the first quarter of the year were about 6 per cent above 
those for the same period of 1936. 

Daily average sales of general merchandise in small 
towns and rural areas for March were about 18 per cent 
higher in dollar volume than for March, 1936, and were 
almost 30 per cent above those for the same month of 1935. 
Sales for March increased considerably more than the usual 
estimated amount at this season of the year. Sales for the 
first quarter of the year were about 14 per cent above those 
for the same period of 1936. 


Navy Seeks Food Bids 


The Bureau of Supplies and Accounts of the Navy De- 
partment is asking for bids on Worcestershire sauce, canned 
syrup, canned apricots, and prepared coconut for delivery 
at various East and West Coast points. Copies of the 
schedules on which to submit bids may be obtained from the 
Bureau in Washington, D. C. The schedule numbers and 
dates on which bids will be opened are as follows: 
Worcestershire sauce, schedule 431, May llth; canned 
syrup, schedule 432, May 18th; canned apricots, schedule 
435, June 22nd; prepared coconut, schedule 436, June 8th. 
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CENSUS OF FISH CANNING IN 1935 


Bureau Issues Preliminary Figures on Output in 
Continental United States 


The fish canning and curing industry of the United States, 
not including operations in Alaska, employed 33.4 more wage 
earners in 1935 than 1933, paid 41.1 per cent more wages, 
and had an output 49.4 per cent higher in value, according to 
preliminary figures on the biennial census of manufacturers 
issued by the Bureau of Census. The industry as defined by 
the Census Bureau includes. establishments engaged wholly 
or chiefly in canning seafoods such as fish, shrimp, oysters, 
clams, ete., and in curing fish by means of smoke or salt. 

The production of canned fish, shrimp, oysters and clams, 
including clam chowder, juice, bouillon, and broth, in 1935 
amounted to 12,263,887 standard cases valued at $44,840,150 
as compared with 6,946,266 cases valued at $31,078,917 in 
1931, and 11,657,618 cases valued at $58,469,890 in 1929. 

The following table shows the pack in 1931 and 1935, and 
value of the different canned fish products for which separate 
figures are given in the Census Bureau's preliminary report 
(comparable figures for 1933 are not available) : 


1929 1931 1935 
‘Tuna and tuna-like fish: 
Standard cases*.. 1,540,793 1,190,460 2,824,021 
$10,798,274 $7,212,841 $11,900,549 
Salmon: 
Standard cases’.. 1,561,358 1,186,660 918,414 
$14,303,102 $7,615,115 $6,292,116 
Sardines (pilchard): 
Standard cases’.. 3,779,061 1,676,265 2,682,961 
$11,251,806 $4,500,239 $6,280,631 
Sardines (herring): 
Standard cases*.. 2,017,144 899, 755 1,585,644 
Mackerel: 
Standard cases? 575,344 147,654 1,727,273 
Shrimp: 
Standard cases 979 ,953 818,069 1, 103,528 
Oysters: 
Standard cases. . 454, 858 350,584 527,087 
$2,173,639 $989,237 $2,096,602 
Clams: 
Standard cases’. . 167,029 127,431 176,957 
$943 , 366 $783 , 732 $758 , 089 
Clam chowder, juice, 
bouillon, and broth: 
Standard cases’. . 296, 272,580 419, 185 
Value.......... $1,230,554 $1,204,634 $1,222,670 
Other canned fish: 
Standard cases... 4,00 66,921 36,722 
$520,575 $317,521 $155, 767 
Other canned fish 
products: 
Standard cases... 211,528 209 , 887 262,095 
$2,451,465 $2,053,036 $1,988,374 


New Tomato Variety Described 


lhe new Riverside tomato, developed by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and the University of California co- 
operating, is described in the “Seed World” for March 26, 
1937. This new variety is said to be resistant to fusarium 
and verticillium wilt and to be suitable both for canning 
and shipping. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as R by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, z t of Agriculture 
Week Season total to— 
Apr. 17 Apr. 17 Apr. 10 Apr.17 Apr. 17 
VEGETABLES 1936 1936 fo37 
Beans, snap and lima 241 156 260 4,352 5,439 
Tomatoes.......... 463 701 523 7,119 15,094 
pose 251 104 102 1,967 971 
Domestic, 
ing directly.... 2,758 2,564 5,615 86,623 92,907 
Imports competing-— 
irectly....... 25 13 985 698 
Indirectly... ... 13 24 831 1,64 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic 3,457 3,224 2,823 77,241 92,954 
Imports......... 15 4 106 
Others, domestic 587 257 128 «617,192 19,254 


Correction 


The Inrormation Lerrer for April 3rd carried an er- 
roneous announcement with respect to a change in the 
officers of the Beet and Carrot Section. It was incorrectly 
stated that Mr. Gordon J. Verhulst was unable to serve as 
chairman of this Section and that Mr. Charles F. Seabrook 
had been appointed to the position. The announcement 
should have stated that Mr. George E. Diament had found 
that he would be unable to serve as secretary of the Beet and 
Carrot Section and that Mr. Belford Seabrook had been 
appointed to serve in that position. 


New Bulletin on Canned Berries 


With this issue of the Inrormation Letter there is 
mailed a bulletin on canned berries prepared by the 
Home Economics Division for use in the Division's consumer 
education work, Additional copies are available upon re- 
quest. 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Made on Marketing Agreement, Water 
Pollution, and Appropriation Bills 


On Monday, April 19th, the House began its week's work 
by passing the bill (H. R. 5722) to reenact the marketing 
agreement and order sections of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act (noted elsewhere in this Letter), while the Senate 
passed a number of minor bills and received a favorable 
report from its Agricultural Committee on a bill (S. 1052) 
authorizing a $2,580,000 appropriation to the States for agri- 
cultural extension work. 

The following day the Senate passed, and sent to the 
House for concurrence in amendments, the bill making 
appropriations for the State, Justice, Commerce, and Labor 
Departments, and at the same time the Agricultural Depart- 
ment appropriation bill was introduced in the House. Fea- 
tures of this bill of interest to canners are summarized 
elsewhere in the Lerrer. 

The Vinson water pollution control bill (H. R. 2711) 
passed the House on Wednesday, April 21st, after occasioning 
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considerable discussion growing out of the President's mes- 
sage of the day before, in which economy was urged and a 
$1,500,000,000 work relief appropriation was requested. The 
Vinson bill authorizes a $300,000 annual expenditure for 
administration and an unlimited sum for loans and grants 
for construction of treatment works, but makes no appro- 
priations. 

The President's message, combined with statements by Sec- 
retary Wallace regarding the probable effect of the economy 
program on farm legislation, brought from the Farm Bureau 
Federation an announcement that it favored economy, but 
not an economy that would hinder farm legislation, and that 
a meeting of farm leaders would be called to convene within 
ten days for a discussion of an omnibus farm bill that is 
being drafted by the Federation. 

A subcommittee of the Senate Agriculture Committee con- 
sidered on Friday the Gillette farm bill (S. 1304), which 
would combine in one Act provisions for soil survey and 
classification, soil conservation, commodity loans, ever-normal 
granary, disposal of excess production, and for the regula- 
tion of imports of farm products. Senator Gillette's bill is 
not an Administration measure. 

Representative Smith of Virginia appeared before the 
House Judiciary Committee on April 20th to discuss his pro- 
posal (H. R. 4746) to aid the States in enforcement of the 
laws by divesting of their interstate character goods manu- 
factured under conditions unlawful in the State in which they 
are received. This bill is an extension of the principle of the 
Ashurst-Summers Prison Goods Act, and has been considered 
as one of the methods of meeting the question of labor and 
wage legislation. The Committee adjourned after announcing 
that the bill would be examined in executive session and a 
decision made with respect to holding further hearings. 


BACTERIAL WILT OF SWEET CORN 


An Increase in 1937 Is Forecast for the Eastern 
States 


The third experimental forecast of the incidence of bac- 
terial wilt of corn appears in the April 1, 1937, issue of the 
Plant Disease Reporter, published by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture. According to Dr. Neil E. Stevens, author 
of the article, “the purpose of these experimental forecasts 
is to test the validity of the hypothesis that a relation exists 
between the incidence of bacterial wilt of corn in a given 
locality and the temperature of the preceding winter.” The 
article states that through the continued interest and coopera- 
tion of numerous investigators a reasonably adequate record 
of the incidence of the disease in the eastern United States 
up to and including 1936 has been made possible. 

The article contains a map showing temperature indices 
for the winter of 1936-37 at a number of stations in the 
northeastern United States, similar to those already published 
in the Plant Disease Reporter. A chart is also included 
showing the trend of winter temperatures at Washington, 
D. C., Indianapolis, Indiana, and New Haven, Connecticut, 
‘or the past 7 years. 

The discussion concludes with the statement that “on the 
basis of winter temperature alone, if the hypothesis now 
being tested is correct, there should be an observable in- 
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crease, as compared with last year, in the incidence of bac- 
terial wilt on susceptible varieties of sweet corn in the area 
between northern Virginia and southern Connecticut. It is 
probable also that if corn planting conditions are comparable, 
the disease will appear somewhat earlier. Unless one or both 
of these conditions is fulfilled, the hypothesis will have to be 
abandoned or modified.” 


LABELING BROKEN GRAPEFRUIT SECTIONS 


Food and D Administration Issues Notice to 
Packers and Distributors of Canned Fruit 


The Food and Drug Administration has announced that ef- 
fective May 1, 1937, shipments of broken grapefruit sections 
must be informatively labeled and precautions should be 
taken to avoid misleading pictorial matter. The notice as 
issued by the Food and Drug Administration follows: 


“Prevailing trade practice and consumer understanding 
recognize that canned grapefruit consists largely of whole 
sections. To indure the packing of such a product, most can- 
ners sort out the broken sections, can them separately, and 
sell them under labels clearly designating the product as 
broken sections. A comparatively small number of canners 
are marketing the broken articles unqualifiedly as grapefruit, 
without any indication that it consists of broken sections. 

“Since the consumer unquestionably expects to receive 
largely whole segments in a container bearing the unqualified 
term ‘Grapefruit’, failure to label cans containing essentially 
broken pieces in an appropriate manner must be regarded 
as misbranding under the Food and Drugs Act. It is also 
misbranding to use vignettes depicting whole segments on a 
product containing a material proportion of broken sections. 

“This announcement is issued to place the industry on 
notice that shipments of broken sections should be informa- 
tively labeled and that precautions should be taken to avoid 
misleading pictorial matter. An appropriate designation 
would be ‘Broken Pieces’ or ‘Broken Sections’ displayed 
prominently in conjunction with the word ‘Grapefruit’ where- 
ever it appears on the label. 

“The standards for grades of canned grapefruit promul- 
gated by the Department of Agriculture will be a useful 
guide in determining what goods should bear the qualifying 
statement.” 
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